Welcome to Featherby - Let's answer some of those initial questions!

The school day for Reception

For Reception to Year 2 the school day is 8.40am to 3.15pm.

Infant children come in and out via gates to the left of the school site on Allington Road as you look at the school.
Gates open at 8.40am fo enable a soft-start fo the morning and close at 8.55am in the mornings and open at
3.10pm and close at 3.30pm in the afternoons.

Transition in September

Children will have a short phased transition towards full days:

Thursday 4th September - 8:55 am - 11:30 am

Friday 5th September - 8:55 am - 11:30 am

Monday 8th September - 8:55 am - 12:30 pm (staying until after lunchtime)
Tuesday 9th September - 8:55 am - 12:30 pm (staying until after lunchtime)
From Wednesday 10th September onwards - 8:55 - 3:15 pm (full days)

Lunches

Our own school kitchen prepares a freshly cooked meal in school each day. Children are asked each day what
they would like for lunch from the available options and food is cooked to order, thereby improving the quality of
the meals that can be provided and limiting waste too! Lunches are free to all infant children nationally, as part of
the Universal Infant Free School Meal programme and we encourage parents to take up this option.

Each day there is a choice of a hot main meal (usually meat/fish based), a hot vegetarian meal, jacket potatoes
with a choice of toppings and baguettes with a choice of fillings - in addition to side salads and a choice of
pudding. The school menu can be found on our website: Maritime Academy Trust - Featherby Infant and Junior
School - School Menu (featherby-jun.medway.sch.uk) as well as on your MCAS App, so you have it on your phone
at all times.

Snacks & drinks

Children in the Nursery and in Years R to Year 2 receive free fruit/vegetable snacks as part of the
Government funded scheme - so no need to send them in with a snack.

Please ensure your child has a water bottle (hamed) in school every day (it can be refilled with our cold
water dispensers).

Nut-Free in Featherby

Due to the increase in nut allergies, we are a nut-free school and we would ask all parents to
ensure that they do not send their children into school with foods containing any sort of nut / nut
product for the safety of all children in our care, including the well-known chocolate and hazelnut
spread in sandwiches!

Our younger children in the Infant School need to wear:
e White polo shirt
e Grey school trousers, skirts or shorts
e Blue '‘Featherby’ school cardigan, jumper or fleece

All children must wear black school shoes.
Additionally, a white polo shirt with no tie or a blue/white checked gingham dress can also be worn in
the Summer.

For PE/Games lessons, children must wear:
e Blue sports shorts
White T-Shirts
Plimsolls (for indoor PE)
Trainers (for outdoors)
A track suit top and jogging bottoms should also be sent in to school for outdoor games
(in blue, grey, black)


https://www.featherby-jun.medway.sch.uk/School-Menu/
https://www.featherby-jun.medway.sch.uk/School-Menu/

Specific ‘Featherby’ uniform can be purchased from Uniformbase in Chatham, who can be reached
online on: Uniformbase.uk Storefront. Uniform and Accessories in Medway on by telephone on 01634
407217.

However shirts, trousers, skirts etc can also be purchased from other stockists and some supermarkets, often much
cheaper.

Book Bag & Stationery

It is very important that your child has their book bag in school every day. Apart from their reading books and
homework, we may also use them to send home notes from school. These could easily get lost if your child does
not have their book bag to put them in.

Our aim is for an adult fo hear each child individually read once a week. However we cannot put enough
emphasis on parents and carers finding some time each day for sharing their child’s book with them. Even if they
seem fo be fluent readers they will benefit from talking about the book with you, discussing the characters and
predicting what might happen. It makes a huge difference to their progress.

A love of reading is something we aim to insfil info every young person who attends at Featherby. So much so
that both schools can boast inspiring and well-stocked libraries and reading areas in both schools that children
use every week.

We provide all the stationery, resources and equipment children will need in school. Please save yourself the
money and don't send them in with stationery/pens/pencils etc. We would much rather children concentrate
more on their learning by all having the same shared resources on the table than worrying about whether to use
their melon-scented eraser or not or whether to let their classmate borrow their Smiggle ruler!

Communication between school and home

m

SCNOO0Il.com We ask parents to download a free app called MyChildAtSchool (MCAS)
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which gives you, at a glance, all the school dates, reminders about events,

term dates and your child’s current attendance. You can message us for free using it, update your
parental consents and the information we hold about you and your child and even pay for trips,
dinner money, clubs and activities on it. You can even see what your child’s chosen to have for
lunch each day!

We use a variety of different ways to communicate with you to let you know about events in school in
the following ways:

[l Letters will be emailed home (and a paper copy will be provided if it requires a response from
you)

0 Weekly Friday Flyers will remind you of events and things that are happening in school each
week. We send these home to you via email, upload them to the school website, upload to
your MCAS App under ‘Important Documents’ and links to the letters will also be on our social
media pages.

[ Dates of events will be on our website and on your MCAS app under notifications and the

calendar.

Notifications and reminders will be sent to you via MCAS and emaiil.

Facebook school page, we will post reminders about events here too.

The school website.

Each term the year groups will send home a specific newsletter, which will cover what your
child will learn in the term and how you can support them at home.

l

If a parent would prefer, we can always provide paper copies of letters - you only need to ask.

By using a variety of different media to reach you, we hope that parents will always know when there
is a non-uniform day, cake sale, open classroom or school trip.

Additionally, we are keen to share the learning that’s happening in our classrooms and we
encourage our parents to follow us on X (formerly Twitter), on Facebook and Instagram. In fact, take
a look now so you can see for yourself what we're about at Featherby. We can be found at:
@Featherbyinfinr on X and as ‘Featherby Schools’ on Facebook and Instagram.
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Lastly, the classroom staff are available at the start/end of the day on the playground and our
friendly office staff are always happy to help.


https://uniformbase.wixsite.com/uniformbase-store

Absence and Aftendance
We expect children to be in school and on fime every day. We want the best for every child in our care
and we cannot provide your child with the fabulous education on offer at Featherby if he/she is not in
school.

However we know that, from time to time, children are unable to come in and it's important that you
telephone the school office on the first day of your child’'s absence. You can do this at any time, day or
night, by calling the school number and leaving a message on option 1 (Nursery to Year 2) or option 2
(Year 3 to Year 6). If your child is absent and we do not hear from you by 92.30am we will be in touch
with you to find out why your child is not in school.

Family holidays in term time will not be authorised by the school — your child’s absence will be marked
as ‘unauthorised’ in the register.

Good attendance and punctuality is encouraged and recognised by aftendance awards and
certificates, not only for individual children but also in collaboration with their classmates.

It is really important that you get your child to school on time every day. They miss a great deal of
learning if they are late and they also feel hurried and anxious when arriving late to class.

Equally, at the end of the day you must make sure that you or your child’s carer is at school promptly
at the end of your child’s school day to collect them. Children get very anxious if there is no one
there at home time and staff often have meetings to attend and always have lots of work to do at
the end of the day.

Term Dates for 2025-26 Academic Year

Term 1 Staff Development Days Thursday 28th August 2025
(school closed) Friday 29th August 2025

Transition meetings with all pupils with new class Monday 1st September 2025
teachers, parents & children Tuesday 2nd September 2025
Wednesday 3rd September 2025

st day of term for pupils Thursday 4th September 2025

Last day of term for pupils Friday 17th October 2025

Autumn Half Term Monday 20th October - Friday 31st October 2025

Term 2 st day of term for pupils Monday 3rd November 2025
Last day of term for pupils Friday 19th December 2025 @ 1.30pm
Christmas and New Monday 22nd December 2025 to Friday 2nd January 2026
Year break
Term 3 1st day of term for pupils Monday 5th January 2026
Last day of term for pupils Friday 13th February 2026
Spring Half Term Monday 16th February - Friday 20th February 2026
Term 4 1st day of term for pupils Monday 23rd February 2026
Staff Development Day (school closed to pupils) Friday 20th March 2026
Last day of term for pupils Thursday 2nd April 2026
Easter Holiday Friday 3rd April - Friday 17th April 2026
Term 5 st day of term for pupils Monday 20th April 2026
May Bank Holiday (school closed) Monday 4th May 2026

Last day of term for pupils Friday 22nd May 2026




Summer Half Term Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026

Term 6 1st day of term for pupils Monday 1st June 2026

Last day of term for pupils Tuesday 21st July 2026 @ 1.30pm

Extended Day - Wrap-around service

With their busy and complicated lives, many families need wrap-around care and we aim to provide that at
Featherby with our friendly and flexible provision, run by Featherby staff at our junior building (entrance on
Chilham Road).

We have a variety of different options for Breakfast Club where staff provide a
nutritious breakfast and fun activities, helping them to forge friendships across
different ages, fostering confidence and setting them up for a great start to their day
for children in Reception to Year 6.

7.30am Breakfast Club costs £5.00 per session
7.45am Breakfast Club costs £4.50 per session
8.00am Breakfast Club costs £4.00 per session

Additionally, we offer a flexible After-School Provision, again available to
children in Reception to Year 6. Our experienced and friendly staff, who are
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Parents can choose from two options each day: until 4.30pm (costing £4.50
per day) and until 5.30pm (costing £9.00 per day).

We accept tax-free childcare vouchers for our wrap-around services and we will also be happy to provide
statements to support families reclaim childcare costs from universal credits, as applicable.

Please speak to Mrs Barraclough, our admin manager, who will be happy to support you if you feel you need this
wrap-around service.

You are the most important people in your child’s life. You know them best and
we will be most effective if we can work together as partners in your child’s
education. Please keep us informed of anything, no matter how

small, that you feel may affect your child and may influence their time at school.

If you have any questions about anything in this booklet, or indeed anything not in
it, then please come and ask straight away. We are always here to help and
advise.

TOGETHER WE WILL MAKE A GREAT TEAM AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH YOU!

Featherby Infant and Nursery School Featherby Junior School
Allington Road, Gilingham, Kent ME8 6PD Chilham Road, Gilingham, Kent ME8 6BT

01634 231984 admin@fpsmat.org



